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from me, by seeing a noble sort of poetry so
happily restored by one man, and so grossly
copied by almost all the rest. A musical ear,
and a great genius, if another Mr. Cowley could
arise in another age, may bring it to perfection.
In the meantime,

Reddere quasferrum valet} expers ipsa secandL

I hope it will not be expected from me, that I
should say anything of my fellow undertakers in
this Miscellany. Some of them are too nearly
related to me, to be commended without suspicion
of partiality ;* others I am sure need it not; and
the rest I have not perused.

To conclude, I am sensible that I have written
this too hastily and too loosely ; I fear I have
been tedious, and, which is worse, it comes out
from the first draught, and unconnected. This 1
grant is no excuse ; for it may be reasonably
urged, why did he not write with more leisure,
-or if he had it not, (which was certainly rny
case,) why did he attempt to write on so nice a
subject? The objection is unanswerable; but*
in part of recompense, let me assure the reader,
that, in hasty productions, he is sure to meet
with an author's present sense, which cooler
thoughts would possibly have disguised. There
is undoubtedly more of spirit, though not of
judgment, in these uncorrect essays; and con-
sequently, though my hazard be the greater, yet
the reader's pleasure is not the less.

JOHN DRYDEN.

Dryden's son was amongst the contributors.